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Upon entering the Sanctuary, please use the time for quiet,
personal reflection and meditation on the Psalm of the Day.
Psalm of the Day: Psalm 51:1-17
1
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according
to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 2Wash me
thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 3For I know my
transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 4Against you, you only,
have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may be
justified in your words and blameless in your judgment. 5Behold, I was
brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. 6Behold,
you delight in truth in the inward being, and you teach me wisdom in the
secret heart. 7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I
shall be whiter than snow. 8Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones
that you have broken rejoice. 9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out
all my iniquities. 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right
spirit within me. 11Cast me not away from your presence, and take not
your Holy Spirit from me. 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and
uphold me with a willing spirit. 13Then I will teach transgressors your
ways, and sinners will return to you.
Ash Wednesday Address
P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the
Church begins a holy season of prayerful and penitential reflection.
Our attention is especially directed to the holy sufferings and death
of our Lord Jesus Christ.
From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of
special devotion, self-denial, and humble repentance born of a
faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word and draws from
it life and hope.
Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His
beloved Son and in the power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless
this Lententide for us so that we may come to Easter with glad
hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and truth.

Opening Hymn: LSB #915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us

Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Exhortation
P I will go to the altar of God,
C to God my exceeding joy.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
Sit
Readings from Holy Scripture
Old Testament Reading

Joel 2:12–19

“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts
and not your garments.” Return to the LORD, your God, for he is
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast
love; and he relents over disaster. Who knows whether he will not
turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering and
a drink offering for the LORD your God? Blow the trumpet in Zion;
consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; gather the people.
Consecrate the congregation; assemble the elders; gather the
children, even nursing infants. Let the bridegroom leave his room,
and the bride her chamber. Between the vestibule and the altar let
the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep and say, “Spare your
people, O LORD, and make not your heritage a reproach, a byword
among the nations. Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where
is their God?’” Then the LORD became jealous for his land and had
pity on his people. The LORD answered and said to his people,
“Behold, I am sending to you grain, wine, and oil, and you will be
satisfied; and I will no more make you a reproach among the
nations.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Epistle
2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal
through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God. Working together with him,
then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. For he
says, “In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I
have helped you.” Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the
day of salvation. We put no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault
may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we commend
ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships,
calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights,
hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit,
genuine love; by truthful speech, and the power of God; with the
weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; through
honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as
impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying,

and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet
always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet
possessing everything.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
Holy Gospel
Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other
people in order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward
from your Father who is in heaven.
“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may
be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their
reward. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know
what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret.
And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they
love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that
they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their
reward. But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and
pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret
will reward you.
[Jesus said:] “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the
hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen
by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward.
But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face,
that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is
in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits
at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with
glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom
will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by
the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of
the world to come. Amen.
Sit
We read the reading below from Isaiah responsively verse by verse.
Isaiah 58:1-12
P “Cry aloud; do not hold back; lift up your voice like a trumpet;
declare to my people their transgression, to the house of Jacob their sins.
C Yet they seek me daily and delight to know my ways, as if they were a
nation that did righteousness and did not forsake the judgment of their
God; they ask of me righteous judgments; they delight to draw near to
God.
P ‘Why have we fasted, and you see it not? Why have we humbled
ourselves, and you take no knowledge of it?’ Behold, in the day of your
fast you seek your own pleasure, and oppress all your workers.

C Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to hit with a wicked
fist. Fasting like yours this day will not make your voice to be heard on
high.
P Is such the fast that I choose, a day for a person to humble himself?
Is it to bow down his head like a reed, and to spread sackcloth and ashes
under him? Will you call this a fast, and a day acceptable to the LORD?
C “Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of wickedness, to
undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break
every yoke?
P Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless
poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover him, and not to
hide yourself from your own flesh?
C Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall
spring up speedily; your righteousness shall go before you; the glory of
the LORD shall be your rear guard.
P Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry, and he
will say, ‘Here I am.’ If you take away the yoke from your midst, the
pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness,
C if you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the
afflicted, then shall your light rise in the darkness and your gloom be as
the noonday.
P And the LORD will guide you continually and satisfy your desire in
scorched places and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a
watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail.
C And your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the
foundations of many generations; you shall be called the repairer of the
breach, the restorer of streets to dwell in.
Stand
Confession of Sins
C O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner,
confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have
ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and

sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings
and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith.
C Amen.
P Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness
but God’s?
C Yes.
P Let it be done for you as you believe.
Absolution
P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of
the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Sit
Sermon Hymn: LSB #535 How Wide the Love of Christ

Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002764
Tune: Public domain

Sermon
Title: Return to the Lord
Text: Joel 2:12-19
Offering (Please leave your offering in the plate next to the Baptismal Font.)

Prayer Litany
L In peace let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with
all our mind, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the
world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to
faith, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common
welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us
pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous,
and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed
and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray
to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray
to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
L Finally, for these and for all needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Stand
Lord's Prayer
P Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil.
C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Service of the Sacrament
(If you are not a member of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, please refrain
from communing unless you have first spoken to the pastor.)

The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you
for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”
Distribution
Distribution Hymn: #611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be Tune and text: Public domain

Dismissal
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart ☩ in peace.
C Amen.
Post-Communion Collect
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Blessing
P Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and
may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will
surely do it. Go in T peace.
C Amen.
Closing Hymn: LSB #418 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002764

Post Service Music
Text and tune: Public domain
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Scripture Summaries: Return to the Lord Your God, for He Has
Reconciled You to Himself ~ On Ash Wednesday, we come down from
the mountain with Jesus and set our faces toward His cross and Passion
in Jerusalem. We make our pilgrimage with Him by the way of
repentance, and thus we return to the dying and rising of Holy Baptism.
Christ Jesus, “who knew no sin,” became our sin, so that by His death we
are released from sin and in His resurrection we “become the
righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21). Since God has thus reconciled the
world to Himself in Christ, “now is the favorable time; behold, now is the
day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). He has provided the sacrificial Lamb, and He
has left “a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering” in
the Eucharist (Joel 2:14, 19). He summons us to return to Him with all our
hearts, because He is “gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love” (Joel 2:13). Return to Him in faith and
confidence, and so pray to Him as your Father; give to the needy from a
heart of love; and fast for the sake of repentance (Matt. 6:3–4, 6, 17–18).

Return to the Lord!
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